Welcome to Gilbrook
School

About Gilbrook School.

Gilbrook School is on the Woodchurch Estate. It is a happy
school. Gilbrook has got less children than most other
primary schools. We have 60 children throughout the whole
school. This means we have small classes too. Classes usually
have between 7-10 children with three or four members of
staff. Therefore, classes are quieter and less busy places
to be than usual.
All of the children at Gilbrook have been to another school
before starting, just like you. Everyone understands how it
feels to start a new school. So everyone is friendly and will
make you feel welcome.
We try to make learning fun at Gilbrook. Lessons are active,
creative and imaginative. We like to learn outside as much
as possible too.
This booklet will give you an insight into life at Gilbrook and
may help to answer some questions.
We look forward to welcoming you to our Gilbrook Team!

Arriving at School
Some children who live near to school may be brought by their
parents. Children who live further away will be collected from their
house either by a mini bus or a taxi. The bus or taxi may then pick up
other children from their houses too and then will bring you to
school together. You can bring something with you to do on the bus,

like a book, small toy, phone or tablet. As soon as you get to school
you must give this to a member of staff who will lock it away and
keep it safe for you until home time. When you arrive at school a
member of staff will meet you at the door and help you to find your
classroom. At home time the staff from your class will take you back
to the bus or taxi, or will help you find the person who is picking you
up.

These are some of

our classrooms

On your first day staff will show you where your tray
and your coat peg is. This is where you will keep your
belongings. We will help you to choose which desk you
would like sit at and will help you to make new friends
by giving you some time to play together. Other
children will be new to school too so they will
understand how you are feeling and will be happy to
be your friend.

Breakfast
Each morning you will have the option of having breakfast in
your classroom with your friends. We have things like toast,
pancakes, brioche, cereal and fruit. Some children like to
have their breakfast in school. Others prefer to use this
time to have a drink of juice and a talk with their friends.
You can choose.

Our School Day
This is what a general school day may look like in your class. We like
to keep our lessons short to help you to be able to concentrate well
and to do your best work.
Morning work – when you arrive in school you will find a short task waiting on
your table. This is for you to do whilst we wait for the other children to arrive.
9:10 - Breakfast time
9:30 – phonics and spelling games – we use games, jigsaws and i-pads to help us
to learn new words and spellings.
9:50 – English – a short reading or writing task.
10:15 – social skills time – you may use this time to play games with the staff,
play imaginatively with your friends, share stories or to be helpful to someone
else.

10:30 – play time
10:45 – times tables and mental maths games
11:00 – snack time
11:15 – maths
11:45 – social skills time
12:00 – lunch time
12:20 – lunch time options
12:45 – story time – a time to be calm and quiet after lunch, listen to a story
and draw or colour if you wish.
1:10– topic time – learn about our topic through fun activities like art, DT,
computers, history, science, PE, music etc
2:20 – social time – free time to choose to do your favourite activities. This is
a reward time which you will get when you have completed all of your work that
day
2:45 – preparing for home – when you have gathered all of your things to go
home, you might find out that you have earned a reward for a fantastic day

Play times.
We are very lucky at Gilbrook to have a very large outdoor area to
play in. During morning break we all go outside to play. You could
choose to:

You can play football or
basketball in the AstroTurf
area. We have a larger
football pitch too.

You can play on the swings or play
games with your friends on the
main playground. We have lots of

games and equipment that you can choose to play with outside. E.g.
tennis, badminton, skipping etc

You can play on the Trim Trail
and climbing frame. You can also visit the animals in the farm……..

We have our own farm. Meet our animals

Dinky

Bill and Ted.

& Dennis.

Elmo and Enzo.

And, Snow, Softy, Shadow and Buggy our Guinea pigs
and rabbits.
We even have chickens and
ducks.

Our farm
Children are given the opportunity
throughout the school week to
become involved in our school farm.
This entails looking after our animals,
cleaning, feeding, exercising the
animals and ensuring their enclosures
are kept well maintained and
clean.
We build our own enclosures
and animals homes from

upcycled materials, which we can
get
from
our
local
area.

Lunch Time
At lunch time we all go in to the hall and you will sit at your class’
table with your friends. Cheryl and Vicky are our cooks and the food
is fantastic. You might have a hot dinner or you might want to bring
your own packed lunch.

After we have eaten there are lots of lunch time options you can
choose from, including
●
●
●
●
●
●

Football
Playground
Helping to take care of the animals
Indoor play
Chill out (quiet activities room)
Activity club (consoles, pool table, toys)

There is lots to choose from so that everyone can find something
they enjoy!

Our reward system
Throughout the week we aim to earn as many point as we can. We earn our
points for good behaviour, working hard and doing the right thing.
We celebrate this achievement every Friday morning in our school hall.
The person with the most points in class earns a red
badge.
The person with the second most
points earns a blue badge.
Then the next most points earns
yellow badge.

a

These badges, put their name in a box and at the end of every term a name is
picked out of the box and they win a prize.
If a person in class has tried extra hard in the week and made
a real effort, they earn the green badge and a bag of sweeties.

We then get to enjoy golden time in the afternoon. Which
involves playground, activity club, film club, football, afternoon tea, chill out,
indoor games, gardening and animals.

Extra Curricular Activities
Forest schools
Children are invited to work outside
and carry out different activities.
Sometimes we make bird boxes, plant trees, carving
and making animal feeders. We also enjoy cooking our
own food on the fire, toasting marshmallows and
drink a nice hot chocolate around the campfire.

Cubs
Cub group is available for the
older pupils in school. This is run
by Mr Myatt. You take our school

minibus to the scout hut and complete lots of fun
challenges and earn badges. You learn to pitch a tent,
take part in archery and cook different recipes. We
also have the opportunity to play lots of fun team
games.

What do our pupils think about our school?
I used to find going to school difficult, but now I go
to Gilbrook and I really enjoy it. I like being in a
smaller class and the staff are really friendly and
kind. I find my learning to be much easier.
(S.S Y4)
I love being able to learn outside. I help with the
animals – cleaning and feeding them. I also go to
forest school and like cooking at the campfire. I like
it that people trust me and give me these
responsibilities.
(SF Y5)
I know you will love going to Gilbrook. I was worried
about changing schools but when I got there I knew

it was the school for me. The staff are caring and
they understand me. It is a fun place to be and to
learn.
(CW Y6)
We are looking forward to you being a part of our
school! See you soon!

